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Financial Freedom & Release from Servitude

Leaving “True” Riches

"but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (NKJ)  Matt 6:20-21

1.
Leave a good name.

“A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold.”  (NKJ)  Prov 22:1

“...having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”  (NKJ) Prov 22:1

………………………………………………………………………………

2.
Leave a heritage for your grandchildren.

"Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren.”  (NKJ)  Deut 4:9

………………………………………………………………………………

3.
Leave your will.

“And Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 'Because you have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts and done according to all that he commanded you...the son of Rechab shall not lack a man to stand before Me forever."'"  (NKJ)

Jer 35:18-19

“That I may cause those who love me to inherit wealth, that I may fill their treasuries.”  (NKJ)  Prov 8:21

'Well done, good and faithful servant...”  (NKJ)  Matt 25:21

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

False Financial Concepts

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.”  (NKJ)  Isa 55:8

1.
A good financial goal is to...


a.
Be a millionaire?

"...then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.'  "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth...”  (NKJ)  Deut 8:17-18

………………………………………………………………………

b.
Be president of the corporation I work for?

“Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god...”  (NKJ)  Ps 16:4

………………………………………………………………………

c.
Own my own company?

"But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.  "And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  (NKJ)  Matt 23:11-12

………………………………………………………………………………

2.
A man’s success is measured by the amount of wealth he 
accumulates.

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  (NKJ)  1 Tim 6:10

………………………………………………………………………………

3.
There is no excuse for poverty.

“The rich and the poor have this in common, the LORD is the maker of them all.”  (NKJ)  Prov 22:2

………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………

False Financial Concepts - Continued

4.
You must cheat to be successful.

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself...”  (NKJ)  Dan 1:8


………………………………………………………………………………

5.
It is who you know that counts.

“Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings...”  (NKJ)  Prov 22:29

………………………………………………………………………………

6.
There is no virtue in poverty.

a.
God chose the poor to be rich in faith.  (James 2:5)


………………………………………………………………………

b.
God allows poverty for testing.  (Job 1:11)


………………………………………………………………………

c.
God allows poverty for chastisement.  


(Zedekiah, 2 Chron 36:11-17)


………………………………………………………………………

d.
God allows poverty for ministry.  (Paul, 2 Cor 6:10)

………………………………………………………………………………

7.
Once you have “made it” financially, you are free to do what you 
want.  (Parable of the rich fool, Luke 12:16-20)


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………

Other Good Tips

1.
Fulfill your promises.

“LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle?...He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart...”  (NKJ)  Ps 15:1-2

………………………………………………………………………………

2.
Be alert to God’s warnings through your wife.

“And she said to her husband, "Look now, I know that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us regularly.”  (NKJ)  II Ki 4:9

“While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him."  (NKJ)  Matt 27:19

………………………………………………………………………………

3.
Avoid business partnerships.

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself...”  (NKJ)  Dan 1:8

………………………………………………………………………………

4.
Reject gain from another’s loss.

“But they lie in wait for their own blood, they lurk secretly for their own lives.  So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; it takes away the life of its owners.”  (NKJ)  Prov 1:18-19

………………………………………………………………………………

5.
Don’t take advantage of others in business.

“Honest weights and scales are the LORD'S; all the weights in the bag are His work.”  (NKJ)  Prov 16:11

………………………………………………………………………………

6.
Develop sales resistance.

Eve deceived by the serpent.  (Genesis 3)


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………

Other Good Tips -Continued
7.
Recognize financial reproofs.

“Turn at my rebuke; surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.  Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, Because you disdained all my counsel, and would have none of my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes,”  (NKJ)  Prov 1:23-26

“The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether he eats little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep.”

(NKJ)  Eccl 5:12

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………

Case Study

A day in the life of the Goodfellow family

Background Information:
Mr. & Mrs. Goodfellow live in suburban Phoenix with their three children:  Pricilla, 17; Reggie, 11; and Byron, 4.

Mr. Goodfellow owns a small shop where he makes and sells custom stained glass windows.  His work is considered excellent and his business has been improving steadily over the last eight years.  Last year he made $50,000 profit and should do better this year.  Mr. Goodfellow is a “good man” and every Sunday takes his family to church where he serves as an usher.

Mrs. Goodfellow is a homemaker.  She is very industrious and helps her husband by shopping for bargains at the grocery and clothing stores.  Mrs. Goodfellow was a waitress in the early years of their marriage and periodically goes back to work to help Mr. Goodfellow pay off the Master Card account.  

The children are well-adjusted kids and have not been in any trouble.  Pricilla is a senior at Berry Coldwater High School where she is on the honor roll and a member of several clubs, including the Jr. Pilots club.  Reggie is an average student.  He loves computers and spends his spare time playing computer games on his dad’s new “Pineapple 9000” computer.  Byron is the baby of the family and thrives on the attention of his older brother and sister.  

A Day in the Life of the Goodfellows:

6am
Mr. and Mrs. G are having a discussion over breakfast.  Mrs. G wants to go back to work for awhile at Merry Calendars to pay off the $2,300 Master Card balance.  She further suggests that the family could begin to tithe again with the $385 per week which she would make.  Mr. G leaves for work without a definite response.

8am
At work, Mr. G learns that he has been awarded a contract to do the stained glass windows for the new “Gay 90’s” casino across town.  He is very pleased.  This job alone may be enough to pay off the Master Card bill an to begin tithing like he has been wanting to do for so long.

A day in the life of the Goodfellow family (Continued)

10am
Pricilla is studying in the school library when Joe Cool sits down across the table.  Joe has been trying to get a date with Pricilla for six months, but due to his “uncool” reputation she has always declined.  Joe is also in the Jr. Pilots Club and offers to share his dad’s plane with Pricilla in order to complete their pilot training program together.  This could mean substantial savings to Pricilla’s dad.  Pricilla considers Joe’s offer, reasoning to herself that she could witness to Joe while flying with him.    

12pm
Reggie is in the cafeteria having lunch with his new group of friends, the “Great E-cool E-speak Klan.”  These boys from “GEEK” think very highly of themselves because the have their own language that no one else understands.  They fashion themselves as tomorrow’s mental giants and Gill Bates clones.  Reggie was allowed in “GEEK” because his dad just bought the latest “Pineapple 9000” computer for his business.  Reggie has been longing to be a member of GEEK for a long time, but now he must tell his old friends on the block that he won’t be able to see much of them anymore.

2pm
Little Byron, screaming and yelling “I won’t, I won’t,” goes running off to his playhouse in the backyard.  He has just been told by Mrs. G to and apologize to Dee-O-Gee, his pet dog.  Byron kicked the dog earlier after discovering that Dee-O-Gee had mangled his new Xena “Princess Warrior” Doll which he left in the yard last night.  Mrs. G is upset because now she will have to buy Byron a new doll which costs $29.50.

4pm
Mr. G has just been informed that his loan application was rejected by the bank.   He needs $1,500 to buy materials for the “Gay 90’s” job.  Mr. G reasons that he can use the money set aside for his house and electric payments since they won’t do anything if he is just 30 days late; at least they didn’t do anything last time. 

6pm
Mrs. G pops four TV dinners into the oven for Mr. G and the kids as she leaves for the Mall to shop for new clothes.  She will have to look sharp to get a job at Merry Calendars, because of the competition.  She’s no “Spring Chicken” anymore and most of the girls that work there are college age.

A day in the life of the Goodfellow family (Continued)

8pm
Mr. G just finishes his TV dinner as the Phoenix Red Birds loose for the 239th time on Monday Night Football.  As he sorts through the mail, Mr. G spots a hotel bill from their San Diego trip, reminding him to add it to his expense account.  While the G’s were in San Diego, he checked out the price of stained glass at a local supplier. 

10pm
Mrs. G arrives home with her new clothes and also a surprise for Mr. G.

Work through the following steps with the Goodfellows:

1. Define and write down the major problem(s) of the Goodfellow family as a whole.  These should be root causes rather than symptoms.

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

2. Define one or more symptoms or surface problems for each member of the Goodfellow family which would be a result of the root causes above.

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

3. Set a goal (your hope) for each of these problem areas.

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

4. Pray for God’s guidance.  (In real life only)

5. Find and list scripture that would apply to each problem area.

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

6. Determine what action you would have each member of the Goodfellow family take to reach the goal set it number 3, while being in line with scripture listed in number 5.   

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………



………………………………………………………………………………






………………………………………………………………………………

.



………………………………………………………………………………





………………………………………………………………………………

.

Conclusion

"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (NKJ)  Matt 6:24

“...choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve...”  (NKJ) 

Josh 24:15

"For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”

(NKJ)  2 Chr 16:9

The purpose of this seminar has not been to sway you to one doctrine or another, but rather to present you a balance of scripture in a short period of time.  You must decide what you are going to do in light of God’s word.  

Solomon wrote:  “Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but who can find a faithful man?  (NKJ)  Prov 20:6  Faithfulness begins with commitment.

My prayer is that you will begin today acknowledging the Lord’s ownership of all that you possess and decide to allow Him to direct the use of your money and all that you have.

Further Assistance

If I can be of any further assistance to you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Mike Means

INVEST ETERNAL

331 N First Ave, Suite 100

Phoenix, AZ  85003

Phone: (602) 452-2901
Fax:  (602) 452-2920

Email  Metro900@aol.com
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