5 Day Devotional

Day 1. When Pain Becomes Purpose

Devotional

Have you ever wondered why God allows difficult seasons in your life? Sometimes the very thing that
feelslike it's destroying us becomes the catalyst for something beautiful. When Stephen was martyred and
persecution broke out against the early church, it seemed like the end of everything they had worked for.
But God had a different plan.

The believers who were scattered didn't retreat in defeat - they became missionaries wherever they went.
Their pain became their platform for sharing the gospel. What looked like destruction was actually God's
way of spreading His love to new places and new people.

Maybe you're in a season right now where everything feels upside down. Perhaps you're facing loss,
disappointment, or circumstances that don't make sense. Remember that God specializes in using our most
painful moments for His greatest purposes. He hasn't abandoned you in your struggle - He's preparing you
for something greater.

Your current pain isn't the end of your story. It's the beginning of atestimony that will encourage others
and bring glory to God. Trust that He's working even when you can't see it.

BibleVerse
'On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.' - Acts 8:1

Reflection Question
How might God be preparing to use your current struggles or past pain as a testimony to encourage others
and spread Hislove?

Quote
Only God can use suffering to bring about salvation. Only God can do things like that.

Prayer
Lord, help metrust that Y ou can transform my pain into purpose. When | don't understand what Y ou're

doing, give me faith to believe that Y ou're working all things together for good. Use my story to encourage
others and bring glory to Y our name. Amen.

Day 2: Moving Forward in Faith

Devotional



Faith isn't about having al the answers - it's about taking the next step even when the path isn't clear.
When the early believers were scattered by persecution, they didn't have a detailed mission strategy or a
comfortable plan. They ssmply went where God |ed them and shared the gospel as they lived their lives.

Thisis how real faith works. It's not about waiting until everything makes perfect sense or until we feel
completely ready. It's about moving forward with what we know to be true about God's character and His
promises. When we step out in faith, even in small ways, God's power is displayed in our lives.

Y ou don't have to have everything figured out to be used by God. Y ou don't need to be perfect or have all
your problems solved. What you need is awillingness to trust God with the next step. Whether you're
facing amajor life decision or simply trying to live faithfully in your daily routine, God wants to show His
power through your obedience.

Take that step of faith today. Trust that where God leads you, He will empower you to do His work.

Bible Verse
'‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnessesin
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.' - Acts 1:8

Reflection Question
What step of faith is God calling you to take today, even if you don't have al the details worked out?

Quote
God's power, listen isdisplayed in my life as| move forward in faith.

Prayer

Father, give me courage to move forward in faith even when | can't see the whole picture. Help me trust
that Y our power will be displayed as| step out in obedience. Fill me with Y our Holy Spirit and use me as
Y our witness wherever Y ou lead me. Amen.

Day 3: SharingasYou Go

Devotional

One of the most beautiful truths about the early church isthat they didn't wait for aformal missionary
program to share the gospel. As they were scattered by persecution, they naturally shared what Jesus had
donein their lives wherever they went. They understood that being a missionary isn't about having a
special title or going to aforeign country - it's about sharing God's love in the ordinary moments of life.

Y ou are amissionary right where you are. Whether you're at work, school, the grocery store, or talking
with neighbors, you have opportunities to be awitness for Christ. It's not about having all the right words
or being a perfect Christian. It's about authentically sharing how God has worked in your life and showing
His love through your actions.

The gospel was always meant to spread cross-culturally and geographically, but it starts with you being
faithful in your everyday relationships. God wants to use your life - your conversations, your kindness,
your testimony - to reach people who need to know Hislove.

Don't wait for the perfect opportunity or until you feel more qualified. Start sharing as you go, trusting that
God will use your faithfulness in ways you may never fully see.

BibleVerse
"Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.' - Acts 8:4



Reflection Question
Who in your daily life might God be calling you to share His love with through your words or actions?

Quote
You and | are missionaries as you go share the gospel as you live your life, as you go to the bank, as you
deal with the store, as you talk with your neighbors.

Prayer

Lord, help me see the missionary opportunitiesin my everyday life. Give me boldness to share Y our love
naturaly as | go about my day. Use my testimony and my actions to point othersto Y ou. Make me faithful
in the small moments. Amen.

Day 4. Breaking Down Barriers

Devotional

When Philip went to Samaria, he was crossing significant cultural and religious boundaries. Jews and
Samaritans had centuries of hostility between them, yet Philip preached Christ with remarkable success.
The gospel has the power to break down walls that seem impossible to overcome - walls of race, culture,
past hurts, and personal prejudices.

Maybe there are people in your life who seem unreachable. Perhaps there are relationships that feel too
broken to repair or cultural differences that seem too great to bridge. The gospel reminds us that no barrier
istoo high for God's love to overcome. His grace can heal the deepest wounds and unite the most unlikely
people.

God may be calling you to step outside your comfort zone and reach out to someone who is different from
you. It might be someone from a different background, someone who has hurt you, or someone you've
written off as unreachable. The same gospel that changed your heart can change theirs too.

Don't let past hurts or cultural differences keep you from sharing God's love. Trust that the gospel is
powerful enough to bridge any division and heal any hostility.

BibleVerse
'Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there.' - Acts 8:5

Reflection Question
What barriers - cultural, personal, or relational - might God be calling you to cross in order to share His
love with someone?

Quote
The only solution for the sinful heart of men isthe gospel of Jesus Christ. It's the only thing that can bridge
that division and heal that hostility.

Prayer
God, help me see beyond the barriers that divide people. Give me Y our heart for those who are different

from me or who have hurt me. Use me to share Y our love that breaks down walls and heals divisions.
Make me an instrument of Y our peace. Amen.

Day 5: Heart Check and Surrender

Devotional



Simon the sorcerer's story serves as a sobering reminder that it's possible to be around spiritual things
without having a genuine relationship with God. He was amazed by the miracles and even believed, but his
heart was still focused on personal gain and power. When he tried to buy spiritual authority, Peter
confronted him about the bitterness and bondage in his heart.

This challenges us to examine our own hearts regularly. Are we pursuing God for who Heis, or for what
He can do for us? Are we serving Him out of love, or are we trying to use our faith for personal
advancement? It's easy to get caught up in religious activities while missing the heart of what God desires -
genuine surrender and authentic relationship.

When bitterness, pride, or selfish ambition creeps into our hearts, we need to run to the cross. Just as
Moses threw atree into bitter water to make it sweet, the cross of Christ can transform the bitter placesin
our hearts. God wants to fill us with His Holy Spirit not as a trophy to admire, but as atool to use for His

glory.

Take time today to honestly examine your heart and surrender any areas that need His healing touch.

BibleVerse
'For | seethat you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.' - Acts 8:23

Reflection Question
What areas of your heart need to be brought to the cross for healing and transformation?

Quote

When bitterness comes creeping at your door, you run to the cross. The wood of the cross applied to your
situation will turn it sweet because the bitterness no longer grips your heart and pulls you away from the
sweetness of Jesus.

Prayer

Lord, search my heart and reveal any areas of bitterness, pride, or selfish ambition. | surrender theseto You
and ask for Your healing. Fill me with Y our Holy Spirit and use me as atool for Y our glory, not as atrophy
for my own. Transform my heart to be more like Y ours. Amen.



